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Kathryn Z. Johnston About Face Luke 9:51-62 
June 26, 2022  Galatians 5:22-26 
 
Galatians 5:22-26 
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, competing against one 
another, envying one another.

Luke 9:51-62 
When the days drew near for (Jesus) to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he 
sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make 
ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set towards Jerusalem. When 
his disciples James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them?’ But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to 
another village. 
 
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ And 
Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head.’ To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.’ Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell 
to those at my home.’ Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God.’ 
 
The stories of God for the people of God… thanks be to God. 
 
Most of us, if not all of us, have had “That Moment” in our lives. That moment we decide: 
“I want more.” Or 
 “I don’t think this is what I’m supposed to be doing” Or 
  “I deserve to be treated better.” 
 
Some people call it a “come to Jesus” moment – but what if you are Jesus? 
 
The Gospel of Luke tells us that when the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus set his 
face to go to Jerusalem.  
 
What days? And, what do you mean by “taken up?” 
 
…when the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem.  
 
Luke is tipping his hand here a bit. The very last paragraph of his Gospel – a full 14 and a half 
chapters away from where we are right now – tells us that Jesus is taken up into heaven. So 
Luke should really put a SPOILER ALERT on that verse.  



 

2 | Rev. Kathryn Z. Johnston – About Face - June 26, 2022  

 
 

P
ag

e2
 

He’s also giving this change of direction a lot of urgency, but this trip is not a “just down the 
road” excursion. This is the beginning of a long road ahead that’s about to get longer. 
 
The text tells us that Jesus sent messengers out ahead of him and so there is reason to believe 
that the village of the Samaritans knew Jesus was coming and were well-prepared to tell Jesus 
and his entourage that they weren’t welcome. On the usual trip during Biblical times, the 
detour around the village of the Samaritans changed the journey to Jerusalem from three days 
to five days. James and John are livid and decide to earn their nickname – Sons of Thunder – 
by offering to blow the entire place up. “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down 
from heaven and consume them?”  
 
Scripture doesn’t tell us what Jesus said to them, but it does use the word rebuke – which if 
you are the rebukee’ isn’t good. We have no way of knowing exactly what the mindset of Jesus 
was at that point, but we know what Jerusalem held for him so I’m certainly not going to 
judge the guy for wanting the trip to take 5 days instead of 3. 
 
But for the disciples, they’re anxious. There’s nothing more frustrating than a long journey 
being derailed before it even starts. 
My sister was feeling pretty proud of herself the other morning having spent the previous day 
packing her family up for a camping trip which included, planning and shopping for food, 
packing the food, putting the cargo carrier on the car, packing the cargo carrier, getting the 
bike racks and then the bikes on the car, and then getting everyone out of the house, packed 
in the car and ready for a prompt 9am departure. As she backed triumphantly out of their 
driveway, she hit a rock… that punctured the tire causing them to stop about three houses 
away from their home and then… take off the bikes, take off the bike rack, unpack the car, 
unpack the cargo carrier, get the spare out, change the tire, repack the in-law’s car, put the 
bike rack on that car, put the bikes back on, drive their car on the donut back to their 
driveway and head out again – and this is the impressive part - exactly an hour later! 
 
The moral of the story being… do not go camping. 
 
Just kidding - long journeys take preparation and care and determination. And as Jesus sets 
his face to go to Jerusalem, I can’t help but wonder what is going through his mind. It’s true, 
Jesus was fully divine. He was also fully human – he felt all the feels, including maybe despair? 
– so when someone says to him: I will follow you wherever you go. 
And Jesus responds: ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head.’  
 
Is he challenging the would-be disciple, or is he naming for himself that his days of safety and 
resting in a place that feels like home, are done. 
 
When he tells another: ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.’  
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Is Jesus saying that in anger – or is he perhaps holding back emotion as he has already turned 
his face to the direction that will keep him from burying his own father and mother. 
 
And when he tells a third: ‘No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the 
kingdom of God’ – is he gritting his own teeth and forcing one foot in front of the other as he 
purposefully walks away from the traditions and expectations that tell him to be a carpenter’s 
son, and instead begins his journey to fulfilling his destiny as God’s Son? 
 
 
What if these challenges and rebukes aren’t about the people who are asking the questions at 
all, but are instead reflective of the grit and determination Jesus had to have in order to be 
part of the redemptive work of God that would ultimately require him to give his life? 
 
And if that’s the case… what chance do we have? 
 
Being a good and faithful disciple is about playing the long game. Luke describes the turn that 
Jesus makes by saying, “He set his face towards Jerusalem” – but it took him ten chapters to 
finally get there. We’ll be journeying to Jerusalem along with the disciples and Jesus through 
this summer. 
 
As he’s making his way we witness the keys to success in our own faith journeys. Our passage 
from Paul’s letter to the Galatians today gives us some of those stepping stones (or fruits of 
the spirit, if you prefer): love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.  
 
Jesus patiently brings the disciples, even the Sons of Thunder, with him and is soon telling 
them a story about love of neighbor that focuses on the very people who refused to show 
them hospitality – the Samaritans.  
 
He teaches them about prayer – another key to making a faithful journey. He reminds them of 
the perils of following law, rather than using empathy and love for other beloved children of 
God as your guide. He encourages the disciples not to worry, he heals people, and Jesus weeps 
when he finally sees Jerusalem.  
 
And the disciples… they get it… and then they don’t get it… and then they really don’t get it… 
but they keep going on the journey too. They have set their faces as well. They don’t always 
get it perfect. They don’t always understand it. But they continue to say yes to the things that 
move them forward on the path. 
 
Being a faithful disciple means being okay with playing the long game. We set our face to 
discipleship, knowing that it is going to take awhile for us to truly get there. 
 
What steps is God calling you to take next? 
 



 

4 | Rev. Kathryn Z. Johnston – About Face - June 26, 2022  

 
 

P
ag

e4
 

Maybe it’s getting to church a little more, although I’m going to give you extra Jesus points for 
being here on this hot weekend.  
 
Maybe it’s finally saying yes to serving with a non-profit.  
 
Maybe it’s adding an MPC activity – a plus one to your worship – whether it be a Sunday 
school class, a Bible study, a social group, a committee, or mission activity. 
 
Maybe you’ve started to wonder if God is calling you to do a little more, maybe be an officer 
of the Church – a Deacon or a Ruling Elder. The Nominating Committee would love to hear 
from you if you think God might be calling you to serve. Don’t worry, you’re not the only one 
who gets to decide. 
 
Maybe it was joining a church in the midst of or coming fresh off of a pandemic.  
 
It’s easy to feel hopeless when the world feels like it’s dragging us backwards in time.  
 
And yet, God calls us forward. God is calling us, to turn our face and continue on the path of 
discipleship,  using those stepping stones of self-control, gentleness, faithfulness, generosity, 
kindness, patience, peace, joy and love.  
 
Beloved children of God, when we aim for those things, we set our face to the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
Let us pray…………………………………. 
 
God of self-control, gentleness, faithfulness, generosity, kindness, patience, peace, joy and 
love… love and light… we hear your voice calling, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
We feel the Spirit moving us to acts of compassion and justice. 
We know the love of Jesus and we love because Christ first loved us. 
 
As we seek to deepen our faith - Open our ears… open our minds… open our hearts… to the 
truth: we are all beloved children of God.  
 
In the name of the Creator, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
 


